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Objective-Need-Oriented Target of College English Teaching
Gong Xiaobin
(School of Foreign Studies, Jiangnan University, Wuxi, Jiangsu, 214122)

Abstract: Target orientation is the cornerstone of College English teaching. Be it Syllabus emphasizing reading or
Course Requirement giving priority to listening and speaking, they both evolve from the subjective need of the
society while paying little heed to its counterpart: the objective or real need, thus resulting in time-and-cost waste.
Students are the subject and core of College English teaching, so their major(profession) and learning interest
compel us to have an individualized and diversified target orientation. Anyway, the bottom-up learning mechanism
is preferable to the top-down practice. Based on objective-need analysis, this paper tentatively proposes the target
orientation of College English teaching which features major(profession) and/or learning interest and poses some
possible problems related including course restructuring and appraisal, course distribution among teachers,
challenges to textbooks and their publishers, and CET-4/6.

Key words: reform of College English teaching : target orientation; need; individualized
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